
The Forster Headspace Gage is designed to ensure accurate testing of chamber headspace. 
Headspace is the distance between the face of the breech and the base of the cartridge when the 
action is closed. Safety and accuracy are threatened when excessive headspace exists.

For best results with bolt action rifles, remove the extractor from the bolt. The bolt must work freely 
in the receiver. It is impossible to have the proper feel for a gage if the bolt is tight or sticky.

Insert the proper gage into the action. Attempt to close the bolt on the gage. CAUTION — Never 
force the bolt closed on a gage. A rifle with correct headspace should close easily and without feel 
on the GO gage, but should not close on the FIELD gage. If it does close on the NO-GO gage, but 
not on the FIELD gage, the rifle may still be serviceable. However, it is not advisable to use it for best 
accuracy with factory ammunition.  

This eleven-gage, hardened steel set of Rifle Chamber Headspace Gages allows you to accurately 
measure the headspace dimension of your rifle chamber. Headspace is the distance from the bolt 
face to the datum point in the chamber that stops the forward travel of the cartridge case. The set 
is very useful for precision rifle shooters, armorers, gunsmiths and reloaders. The set is precision 
ground to American National Standard (ANSI) tolerances and is supplied in .001” step increments. The 
ANSI tolerance for headspace gages is based on ANSI/SAAMI specifications. This 223 Rem. chamber 
gage set starts with a 1.4636”-length gage and progresses in .001” step increments. The longest gage 
is 1.4736”. The contents of the set are individually packed in vials to sustain a clean, moisture-free 
storage environment.

This 223 set also checks the headspace of the 5.56 NATO chamber.

GO, NO-GO, and FIELD length Headspace Gages are available in the following calibers:

For rimless calibers — 22 PPC, 220 Swift, 222 Rem., 222 Rem. Mag., 22-250 Rem., 223 Rem., 
243 Win., 244 Rem., 250 Sav., 25-06 Rem., 257 Rob., 270 Win., 6mm PPC, 6.5 x 55 SKAN, 6.5 x 55 
Swede, 7mm-08 Rem., 7mm Mauser, 7.62mm NATO, 280 Rem., 284 Win., 30 Carbine M1, M1A1, M2, 
M3, 30-06, 308 Win., 8mm x 57 Mauser, 358 Win.

For rimmed calibers — 219 Wasp & Zipper, 22 Rimfire, 22 Sav. H.P., 25-35, 275 Mag., 303 Br., 
300 Mag., 30-30, 30-40 Krag, 32 Win. Sp., 32-40, 375 Mag., 38-55, 30 Carbine.

Thank you for purchasing a Forster Precision Product. Please wear safety glasses.
Forster Catalogs are available upon request.
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